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Strange Boat Donor Foundation

Circle of Life – Transition Year Programme
WHAT is Circle of Life?

Circle of Life is a national project which centres around the cause of organ donation, but has at its core, a very specific objective;  the involvement of young people, through a transition year programme, in the creation of a national garden of commemoration & thanksgiving to organ donors, to be located in Salthill, Galway.

HOW does it work?

An important feature of this planned commemorative garden is the inclusion of a stone from some iconic heritage site from each of the 32 counties of Ireland which will represent donors from the different counties. These stones will be assimilated into the overall design of the commemorative garden.

The Circle of Life transition year programme will involve students through:

· a study of heritage sites in their respective counties 

· the selection of a site from which the stone might be sourced

· the negotiation, procurement, story development, and possible sponsorship, of these stones

· the creation of a poster which will provide a documented written and visual account of the schools’ involvement in the programme

· participation at a national event during Organ Donation Awareness Week 2012

The programme has already been discussed with the Office of Public Works (OPW) and the Department of Education who have both pledged their full support.

WHY is this project of benefit to your students?

The Circle of Life transition year orogramme will be of considerable educational, cultural and societal benefit to the students and schools involved by:

· delivering a focused project, with a specific and tangible end result

· developing the students’ skills in communicating with public bodies

· developing research, writing and technological skills

· interfacing with students from other schools in their county 

· fostering an interest in local heritage and history

· contributing to the creation of a national garden of commemoration
· creating local and national awareness of organ donation. In addition to the awareness of organ donation which will be generated amongst the students and their peers through direct involvement in the programme itself, a nationwide publicity campaign will be undertaken by Strange Boat Donor Foundation to promote the programme and the life saving cause of organ donation
WHEN must the programme be completed?

The selected stones, together with the posters documenting the account of the involvement by participating schools, will be presented by the students from each county at a national event to be held in Salthill, Galway during Organ Donor Awareness Week in late Spring 2012. This will be a social and celebratory occasion which will be attended by schools’ representatives, public officials, the media and family and friends.

WHO are the programme co-ordinators?

The Circle of Life project and transition year programme is being presented and organized by Strange Boat Donor Foundation, a registered charity (CHY 19469),

established in 2008 to raise much needed awareness of the importance of organ donation, to give comfort and support to all those affected by organ donation and transplantation, and to celebrate the lives and generosity of spirit of all organ and tissue donors.

The project has the support and the backing of the Organ Procurement Service and Transplant Coordinators at Beaumont Hospital, the Irish Donor Network, the Irish Kidney Association and the Civic Authorities in Galway.

For full details of the Circle of Life transition year programme and the commemorative garden log on to www.strangeboat.org or contact us by email: info@strangeboat.org or telephone: 085 7272491 and 087 7429080

We welcome and look forward to your participation in the project.

